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KBQuery’s Got	Your	
Coverage!
What	is	KBQuery?
A	script	that	extracts	data	from	the	WorldCat
knowledge	base	and	licensing	information	from	
License	Manager	about	our	electronic	resources	
using	batch	searches.
Essentially,	it’s	a	script	that	generates	a		custom	
report	listing	out	coverage	information	and	licensing	
information	for	a	set	of	titles.
Some	terminology
WorldCat knowledge	base:
◦ AKA	“the	WCKB”	or	”the	KB”
◦ Manages	e-resource	holdings	and	powers	the	WorldCat link	
resolver	and	enables	access	to	e-resources	from	WorldCat
UMD.
WorldCat License	Manager:
◦ Database	for	managing	the	libraries’	licenses
◦ Stores	and	makes	available	license	terms
API:
◦ ”Application	Programming	Interface”
◦ Enables	you	to	use	data/functions/features	of	some	piece	of	
software	or	application	in	your	own	application/script
◦ It’s	a	way	to	interact	with	an	application	using	code	rather	
than	a	graphical	interface
Why	use	KBQuery?
Do	you	need	to	cancel	titles?
Find	alternate	avenues	for	access
◦ Aggregator	databases
◦ Open	access	collections
◦ Other	subscriptions
◦ Print
Find	perpetual	access	and	archival	access	
rights
Do	you	need	to	check	access?
Are	our	entitlements	selected	in	the	KB?
Are	our	entitlements	available	in	the	KB	collection?
How	does	it	work?
Running	it	from	the	command	line
The	Report
Next	Steps
Work	on	bugs	and	improve	script’s	performance
Work	with	other	librarians	to	add	new	features
Work	on	documentation	in	GitHub
